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Continued:
Longlining for
crappie

that uses a long main line with baited hooks
attached at intervals. It's another one of my
favorite ways to catch crappie in the winter and
spring. Once the water temperature dips down in
the 50s it's just a matter of time before the crappie
start schooling up in open water. You'll usually find
the best areas being in the creek arms of Weiss
lake like Yellow Creek, Bay Springs, Cowan
Creek, etc. Thousands of people from all over the
county visit north Alabama each year to getin on
this action. It is a very productive way fo catch
crappie.

| use Outlaw Crappie Poles with spinning
reels spooled with 6 Ib. K9 high visibility
fluorescent line. This is my favorite line to use
because the 6 Ib. is the same diameter as most
other brands 4 Ib. line which creates less drag. |
start out with a variety of Red Rooster Custom bait
colors in the Georgia Razor style made by Robert
Dehaas in Dalton, Georgia this time of year and
then I figure out the best colors for each day.

With two people fishing | usually run six 7ft
rods out the back but sometimes I'll run four out
the back and two 14 ft out each side of the front all
out of my Hi-Tek rod holders made by Scott
Echols in Eva Alabama. 'l cast them out 30 to 40

yards and set my trolling motor at .7 mph to start
with and adjust from there if | need to. | use
anywhere from 1/32 to 1/16 jig heads depending
on the depth of the fish. I've found myself using
1/24 the majority of the time and adjusting my
speed, depending on the depth | need to be, even
adding a small split shot if | need to. Just
remember there's a three rod per person limit on
Weiss Lake and Neely Henry Lake.

It's a learning curve each year because we
usually do this from December until the end of
April and then put them up and go back to jigging
or spider rigging. But like riding a bicycle, once
you get the hang of it you'll do just fine. If you don't
have a boat there's some great guides on Weiss
Lake. Don't miss out on some great fishing
between now and the end of April.

If visiting Weiss Lake, contact the Cherokee
County Chamber of Commerce to find lodging
and area atfractions. They have a team that is
second fo none. There's alot of anglers that have
their own or different techniques than what | use
and they are all productive. | hope this helps
someone thatis getting started.
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